. Spoehr's father came to Chicago about 1868, just before the Chicago Fire which deprived him of most of his worldly possessions. After the fire, he established a candy manufacturing business which grew successfully, along with the great burgeoning mid-west metropolis, to become one of the out standing enterprises of its kind in the country. The interests of the candy business were logically expanded into the manufacture of sugar and choco late, the latter of which Spoehr's father pioneered in this country.
Spoehr received most of his early schooling at private schools in Chicago.
His secondary-school training was obtained at Lewis Institute, and his col lege work was taken at the University of Chicago, from which he received his baccalaureate degree in 1906. At Chicago he worked with another eminent carbohydrate chemist, John Ulric Nef-one of the great company of scholars which had been attracted to the newly founded university.
One could hardly be interested in sugar chemistry without wondering about the origin of sugar in nature. In order to prepare himself to satisfy this curiosity, Spoehr elected botany as his secondary subject and studied Plant Physiology with Charles Reid Barnes. According to Mrs. Spoehr, he "encountered considerable disparagement from some of the chemistry faculty for such an 'impossible' combination." But it was this "impossible combination" which formed the foundation for most of Spoehr's scientific work.
In a fashion characteristic of his forebears, Spoehr left the familiar surroundings of his youth to pioneer untried fields in a strange land. In 1910 he and his bride left the mid-west metropolis to establish their home in the small frontier town of Tucson, Territory of Arizona, he to be Chemical Plant Physiologist at the recently established Desert Laboratory of the fledgling Carnegie Institution of Washington. The ten years which he spent in the Arizona desert profoundly affected his scientific thought. Considerable effort was expended to find the "substance on to which carbon dioxide ... can be added" in photosynthesis. The first experiments showed the carbon dioxide uptake to be predominantly ionic in nature, but some years later, through the use of radioactive carbon, Cll, an organic ac ceptor was demonstrated to exist in the leaf which took up relatively small quantities of this gas.
While stilI at Carmel, the series of researches on the pigment systems in In addition to his regular duties, he performed many useful services to science. He counseled wisely and his advice was sought by many leaders in science, industry, philanthropy, education, and government. Spoehr was accorded many honors and was placed in numerous positions of responsi bility and trust. It is not the purpose of this tribute to review these, since they have been enumerated in other places. Only his relations and contri butions to Annual Reviews, Inc. will be elaborated here.
Spoehr's actual association with Annual Reviews began in 1933 with his article Chemical Aspects of Photosynthesis in volume II. In 1940 he was elected to the Editorial Board of Annual Review of Biochemistry and to the Board of Directors of Annual Reviews, Inc. In 1946 he was elected president of the latter board, which office he held until his retirement froni the board in December, 1952. He was happy to accept these appointments and to do whatever he could to promote the aims of Annual Reviews for he felt that this was "one of the thoroughly worth-while undertakings in science." How certainly the aims of Annual Reviews harmonized with his conception of what publication had accomplished in science can be seen in a passage from his essay The Nature of Progress in Science:
Without the careful recording of experiences, their correlation, examination in the light of what is already known, sifting the essential from the irrelevant, etc. , know ledge would not grow. This organization of its experiences and constant re-examina tion of the groundwork on which it is building has been an essential element of scien tific endeavor. As a consequence it has built up a body of knowledge which has been of inestimable value for its further development. This body of knowledge is contained in a system of written records which ... considering the staggering num ber of indi vidual and minute observations and conclusions which it contains is remarkably sim ple and couched in a language which for the scientific workers is practically universal . were of great value to Annual Reviews.
Many of the years he served on these boards were decisive ones. The number of Annual Reviews increased from two to eight. This expansion required many critical decisions to be made. The launching of new Reviews created problems concerning publicity and finance, delineation of boundaries between Reviews covering overlapping fields, selection of editors and ed itorial boards, and a host of minor matters relating to policy and operation.
World War II and the reconstruction period which followed imposed great strain upon an organization such as Annual Reviews which operates on an international scale and in an international atmosphere. With half the world beyond reach, the broad base of authorship on which Reviews de pends was greatly curtailed. Even more serious was the restricted access to much of the research being done both in Europe and in America.
Business decisions were also numerous and burdensome. Many foreign outlets for the Reviews were temporarily stopped. With the cessation of hostilities would come a flood of requests to fill the gap caused by the war but how many volumes would be wanted and how long must the extra in ventory be kept? In the reconstruction period the need for these Reviews was great but the money to pay was limited. In how far could the largess of Annual Reviews be stretched? To solve these problems and to answer these questions successfully required thought, experience, and good judg ment;
An appreciation of Spoehr's contribution to the successful handling of these matters is given by the editor of this Review in his letter regretting Spoehr's retirement from the board: "You have been with the enterprise for many years, during most of which you steered the ship and brought us safely around some of the treacherous shoals which had to be navigated. I sincerely hope that we may continue to have your advice from time to time on matters that call for your own good judgment and experience."
In his contacts with scientists from home and abroad during his service as scientific consultant to the Secretary of State in 1950, Spoehr was gratified by the frequent mention of Annual Reviews. He was impressed by what a powerful instrument these Reviews could become for cultivating interna tional good will and understanding. 
